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The call in action

Dear Friends,

People are crazy and times are strange. I’m locked in tight, I’m out of 
range. (I used to care but) Things have changed. (Bob Dylan)

What has changed?

Life as we know it! 
In some ways everything has changed. We have become used to 

social distancing, wearing masks, not going to church or to visit 
people. In Argentina it is no different, except that for a very long 
time there were no cases in the Province of Formosa where we (once) 
lived, and now there is a surge, so lockdown has suddenly become a 
renewed concern.

Travel has, obviously, not only changed, but pretty well stopped. 
Even now we are still not quite sure what means of transport are 
available, let alone whether they are running, and what permissions 
one needs. So, it seems we are grounded, and in UK for now. 

Working from home.
We are affected like everyone else. Ours is not a special case. But we 

had expected to be back in Argentina by now, so our timings are a bit 
shaken up. With only just over two years to go until we leave there, we 
are beginning to wonder when we will get there, if only to pack up. 

Fortunately, we can do most of our COVID-permitted work from 
“home”, which is at present Beverley. We find there are all sorts of 
ways to connect with Argentina, and both we and our colleagues are 
learning fast how to make good use of the technology. Some don’t 
have it, and others don’t want to use it, but it is certainly possible to 
have the conversations and meetings needed to keep things running.

This has not been straightforward for some of our colleagues. 
Bishop Mateo has very little access to the internet, and neither can he 
travel very far. He has not therefore been able to attend to most of the 
diocese, so he has concentrated on working with those who live near 
him. Bishop Crisanto, on the other hand, has quite good telephone 
access, and even computer contact, so has been more involved with 
those further afield.

Church as we know it.
Most of what is needed to keep running is local, of course. Most 

churches don’t need our presence, but do appreciate having some 
input, guidance, and overall supervision. Very few are able to do 
online services, but some have nonetheless adapted to the situation 
and had home meetings as families or WhatsApp groups.

For many it has been a time that has produced good fruit. For 
many others it has been demoralising and tiring, and feels like a step 
backwards. Some have even caused huge conflicts by continuing to 
meet. Pray for a united way forward to be a faithful family.
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Bishops’ move.
The bishops of the Province have not been able to meet for some time, but we have been having regular Zooms. 

This has seen us through a number of important issues, not least the attempt to elect a new bishop in Paraguay. 
Despite the difficulties of meeting, an interim solution has been found. 

Now that the primate Greg Venables has retired, we are all in an interim period, when a synod will have to be 
organised, hopefully by Easter. The majority of the bishops are now nationals rather than foreign, and we expect 
things to be different. The pandemic has also brought into relief the lack of funds that most churches are now 
facing. Please pray for Raphael, Nick, Daniel, Jorge, Brian, Crisanto and Mateo.

Ruffled republics.
It is not only the US which is unstable at present. The fragility of many 

Latin American republics has been thrown into greater relief by the 
pandemic. There have been contested elections in Bolivia, the legalisation 
of abortion in Argentina and a rapid change of presidents in Peru, all of 
which have further destabilised these countries. Further afield, Chile and 
Brazil have seen huge challenges too. Pray for the authorities in each 
republic, for justice and transparency.

All change. 
Greg is not the only missionary to retire. Others are too, such as our 

colleagues David and Shelley Stokes. Like it or not, the national Church 
will have to assume responsibility with very little preparation. Also, a 
number of older pastors have died this year, leaving younger blood to 
take over. Please pray for the new leadership as it gains confidence and 
experience.

Virtual training.
One thing the increased use of technology has thrown into relief is 

the possibilities for training online. We never realised how possible it 
would become to do teaching or have meetings without travelling. It 
is also virtually free! This will be the biggest challenge of the next few 
years.

There are also local attempts to train and make disciples, which may 
well be truer to cultural norms than those that depended on outside 
travellers. In addition, there is a greater openness to the gospel and to 
online courses such as Alpha. Pray for all those involved in training, and 
being trained, that appropriate methods would emerge.

Crossing the sea.
Sam, Sally, Cassian and Merida are ready to relocate to Jersey, although 

in this COVID climate, the crossing is proving more complicated than 
hoped, with ferries rescheduled and cancelled. 

Rhys and Stefanie are greatly enjoying studying therapy courses. 
These would normally be very hands-on but are now online like most 
others.

Thanks as ever for your support and prayers.

Nick and Catherine
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Are you pondering a call to cross-cultural mission? We’d love 
to connect and help you discern what God might be saying. Find 
out more about how we can help you to step into God’s mission at 
churchmissionsociety.org/explore 


